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Two questions I had for Kristi:

1.  On the “Key Word Note Taking” I asked Kristi how she could guide her students into identifying what the significant information was. I told her to ask her students what they felt the main idea of each paragraph was and this would hopefully help them with their key note taking of main words and concepts. 

2. The other question that I had for Kristi is possibly finding a program that can help her create concept maps for her students because she likes to have them use this in her classroom on the tablets that out students will have. One idea she could use is “Inspiration” or “Kidspiration”. 

Four things that impressed me about her work:

1.  I like how Kristi uses her science textbook objectives at the beginning of the book to guide her through each section. 

2.  I like how Kristi has students compare/contrast new terms from their reading to check and develop the understanding of the text that they are reading. 

3.  I like how Kristi has used the “Partnered Paraphrasing” activity and how she said she would like to incorporate some of the sentence starters into this activity. I have also used the same activity and planned on using the sentence starters as well. 

4.  The last great thing that impressed me about Kristi’s work is the questions at the end of the chapter that she is going to have her students write. She talked also about using question cards and I would recommend possibly creating these on their tablets and then they can save it for their semester tests to help them study.

In summary the sharing time that I had with Kristi was very helpful to me. She gave me some really good ideas to thing about, such as pointing my students in the right direction and giving them guidance with the KWL chart and I also like how she questioned my teaching of context clues and I pointed out how I use them mainly as a during reading activity and if this stumps my students we will stop and as a class identify context clues that can help us get at the meaning and I have occasionally used it as an post reading activity as well. I also liked how Kristi and I had similar activities that we used in our classrooms, like with the partnered paraphrasing and using the sentence starters. Kristi gave me some great ideas to try and really made me think about what I use in my classroom. We shared with each other how we would try to incorporate some of each others’ ideas into our own classrooms. This was a great collaborating time for us, because once the school year starts it is hard to find time to get together and share ideas.
