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8th English- In English class students have been working on elements of writing. Students are developing better sentences and more effective paragraphs. The students have been very creative with their writing and continue to improve their sentences and paragraphs by using more clarified unity, coherence and better transitions. 

9th English- Students are just starting to read Shakespeare’s classic, Romeo and Juliet. The language is very difficult but it fun to see the students reading the play and understanding the Shakespearean language. 

Spanish I- Spanish I is finishing up grammar with –er and –ir verbs and will be soon working on their country reports. They will give presentations over their country projects in class and enjoy the food that will accompany them.  They will be putting a lot of hard work and time into these projects and learn many new things about the Spanish culture around the world.  

Spanish II- Spanish II students are just starting to work on Spanish advertisements by using Microsoft Publisher in class. They are creating their own ideas and incorporating them into a flyer, advertisement, or brochure. These Spanish projects are quite fun and the students are really learning how to use their Spanish reading and writing skills.
Spanish III- Spanish III students are currently learning what Hispanics of all ages like to do during their free time. They are studying Spanish holidays and special celebrations.  They will soon be working on a Spanish advertisement by making a Publisher brochure project to showcase their knowledge about the Carnival season and the events leading up to it.
Spanish IV- Spanish IV students are currently working on a health unit. They are learning more about health-related statistics and healthcare challenges in Latin American countries.  They will learn how to talk about health and well-being topics and how our active lifestyles are similar and vary.  
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         Drama
          

[image: image3.png]



The 1-act cast, student directors, and crew have been hard at work on the 1-act play Conversation Therapy by Bradley Hayward. The play is about a high school therapy room that turns into a zoo when a group of zany students attempt to save their beloved teacher’s position. They try everything they can to save her job, but over the course of the play it becomes apparent why they’re all in therapy in the first place. This ensemble comedy is unusual in the fact that the characters’ parts are quite similar in length. We have a smaller lead part of the teacher played by senior, Anna Scott. The dysfunctional teenagers are played by seniors, Holli Van Dam as Mindy, and Eugene Nelms as Woody. Other dysfunctional students are juniors Mary Kate Sershen as Lily and John Daniel as Cort along with sophomores Sherry Burnham as Jayne and Jordan Neises as Kyle. There are also three schoolboard members that come to pay a visit and possibly fire Miss Whittle and they are played by seniors Shannon Park and Lindsay Simonsen and freshman Shalee Smith. These students have put in a lot of weekend and early mornings practices to make this production a success. My students  take pride in every individual part that they have whether it be a cast part in the play, a crew member, or a director, because all of their parts are equally important to our play’s success. We hope to see you at one of our performances. 
The 1-Act region III-A performance will be held January 24th, Wednesday, in Madison, at the Dakota Prairie Playhouse.  At this time we do not know our performance order in the region competition in Madison.  We will be performing for the public on Sunday, January 21st, at 7:30 p.m. in the Chester gym with refreshments to follow. The students have been working very hard on this performance and we hope to see you there!









