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Curriculum of Place Unit

“Day of the Dead Project”

Background Description: I will be doing this project in my Spanish I class here at Chester Area School. This will be a class size around 30 students. It consists mostly of freshmen with some sophomores. There are no special needs in this class that I am aware of. This unit project will take approximately 10 to 12 teaching days, each consisting of 50 minute class periods. The research of the unit will take place on each student’s tablet using wireless internet in my classroom. Students will also have to work outside of class to get their power points and posters finished. 
Sequence of events (Project Duration):

· 2 – 3 days will be for researching Day of the Dead and gathering materials for power points and presentations.

· 2 days will be spent understand what Day of the Dead is and making analogies of this holiday.

· 2 days will be spent making power points and/or posters to be presented to class.

· 2 days will be spent for presentation of Day of the Dead materials.

· 2-4 days will be spent for teaching/presenting materials to 1st-6th grade and posting material in the Chester newsletter and around the school. 

Philosophy/Rationale Statement: The study of this cultural unit on Day of the Dead is to help students understand another culture and an important day in the lives of many in that culture. The Spanish language and culture is continually becoming a dominant in the U.S.  The quest to understand this day and the Spanish culture will bring a new awareness and understanding of this holiday and how it relates and differs to our American culture and even venture into how our culture has changed from this holiday as well. Students will learn and strengthen their language skills and better understand how another culture thinks and perceives life.  

Objectives:
1. To prepare students with the use of a world language that will help give them endless opportunities for their future.

2. To develop world language skills that are useful to them.

3. To introduce to students, the culture and life skills of another culture and help them understand that culture and what makes it unique.

4. To relate the similarities and differences of our culture vs. Spanish cultures, so that students will become more globally aware of how each culture is important in creating a global uniqueness.

Project Goals & Significant Outcomes: 

· Students will learn what the Day of the Dead Celebration is and how it has evolved over time.
· Students will research good websites that will explain what Day of the Dead is and how it celebrated by the Hispanic culture of Mexico. 
· They will give power points over the information that they find on Day of the Dead. They may also have the option to make story boards. Students will learn how to educate the community of Chester by making posters that they will share in the school.
· Students will also communicate about the Hispanic culture by posting what they have found into Chester’s community newsletter.
· Students will teach 1st-6th grade what Day of the Dead is through projects that they will do with the young students down in elementary, and this will awaken an awareness of the Mexican culture in the world around us as the little ones go home and show their families what they have learned. 
· My Spanish I students will gain knowledge and understanding of other people and cultures through the study of the information that they find, present, and teach to others in the school and community about the Day of the Dead.  
· Students will use knowledge and perspectives that can be gained only through information about the Spanish language and culture.
Academic and/or Career Technical Standards Addressed: 

· Students will use oral and written language to provide information, exchange ideas, and explain concepts in formal and informal communications.  (National/State Standard #1.1)
· My Spanish I students will consistently identify, describe, and analyze various customs, traditions, beliefs, and values of the Spanish (target) culture.  (National/State Standard #2.2)  
· Students will consistently identify significant examples of current and historical events which shaped the Spanish culture; and he or she will apply knowledge of these events to evaluate how different cultural perspectives influence people’s reactions to world issues and events to better understand the perspectives and behaviors of the Spanish culture.  (National/State Standard #5.2 & 5.3)
Day of the Dead

Spanish I – Lesson 1

Day 1 - 3
Discovery Lesson
Lesson Goals: 


1. Students will research information on Day of the Dead to start getting a true understanding for this Mexican holiday. 


2. Students will work cooperatively in groups of two finding information on the internet about Day of the Dead.


3. Students will collect information and bring it back to class and share it as a class. We will write the information on the Smartboard.

(Standards are listed above in my lesson overview.) 
Significant Outcomes: Students will be able to understand what the celebration called “Day of the Dead” really is. They will be able to develop a deep understanding of the importance of this holiday to the Mexican culture.
Models and Activities:
Day 1


1. Brief description of Day of the Dead before we start surfing the internet looking for information on this holiday.

2. Give the students some direction when searching for information about this holiday.


3. Students will find information and put all of it into a word document on their computer attaching pictures as well.

Day 2


4. Students will continue to look for information about Day of the Dead.


5. Students will share their information with a partner making comparisons and differences on the information that they have found.


6. Students in groups of two will make a chart of information that they have found about Day of the Dead and they feel is true and factual to share with the entire class on the Smartboard.


7. We will list Day of the Dead facts and information on the Smartboard as a class.
Evaluation: I will listen and watch students find information and share it with one another to be sure that they are working hard on finding information to help them understand what Day of the Dead is. I will be able to tell by participation and enthusiasm how hard my students are working and understanding the information that they are finding. I will also check for understanding as we share information on the Smartboard in front of class. 
El Día de los Muertos
Español I – Lesson 2
Day 4 and 5
Synectics Lesson Plan

Invitation:  How can my students experience what Day of the Dead is and how it is celebrated for three days in Mexico?  How can I get students actively involved in understanding the importance of this holiday and how it differs from our holidays?  How can I get students actively involved in the cultural activities that take place during this holiday and the significance of this holiday? How can I get my students looking for the proper information to better understand this holiday and its importance in Mexico?
(Standards are stated above in the overview of my unit.)

Lesson goals: 

Cognitive (Knowledge and Competencies):

1. Students will draw parallels and differences between Day of the Dead and American holidays. 

2. Students will actively participate in the parallel analogy for a better understanding of the theory and information being presented.

3. Students will have the opportunity to analyze the Mexican holiday and try to relate it to other significant things that they have in their prior knowledge.

Cognitive and Affective (Orientations):

1. Students will appreciate the need for effective interpersonal skills as they relate to this model, and the questions that I ask them.
2. Students will value this synectics model because of the unique way that it is set up.

Indicators: I should be able to identify the accomplishment of this lesson by the participation in creation of the analogy of this holiday and our holidays. Broad participation and individual involvement will indicate the theory/practice connections. Understanding of and value for the synectics model will be evident in later discussions, and follow-up activities. 

Model and Activities
Direct Analogy
1.  Statement of the concept and analog. “How is Day of the Dead like an American holiday?”

2.  Extending the analogy. A brief explanation of Day of the Dead will be given and students will write as many connections as they can come up with that relate to the analogy statement. These will be shared and I will record these ideas on my Smartboard. Every analogy will be explained by the student presenting it.
Personal Analogy

3.  “Becoming” the concept. I will ask my students to consider what it would be like to be Mexican—how would they feel, look, act, smell-whatever feels relevant to them, as they think about being a Mexican during this holiday. They will once again share their ideas and write them down. These will also be recorded on the Smartboard screen.

Contrast
4.  Identifying Differences. Since Day of the Dead and our American holidays, Halloween and Memorial Day are two different holidays, I will have students contrast them in two different columns. This time students will write down the differences between these holidays on the Smartboard. 

New Analogy

5.  Creating and Explaining Original Analogies. Students will now form new analogies based on the differences that they came up with. We will write these new analogies on the Smartboard.

Closure

6.  Summarizing and Connecting to Significant Outcomes. Do students agree or disagree with the new analogies that were formed. Students will individually write a compare/contrast paper on what they learned about Day of the Dead and how they felt it was similar and different to our holidays.
Nurturant Skills: Students will build a stronger self-esteem through making analogies to try and understand correlations and differences between our culture and the Mexican culture and one of its most significant holidays. Students will develop more tolerance and respect for the Mexican culture and how it differs from our own culture.
Assessment:  I will be assessing my students based on their participation and also on what they learned from their compare/contrast paper.

Reflection: Will be completed after group debriefing and after I have read the compare/contrast papers that were assigned at the end.
Day of the Dead

Spanish - Lesson 3, 4, & 5
Day 6 -9
Circles of Knowledge & Partners & Presentations Lesson Plan

(A combination of 3 different lessons will be used here)
Significant Outcomes: 

Students will be able to understand similarities and differences in the Mexican and American holiday and will work together as partners to help educate each other on why this holiday is so important for the Mexican culture. They will work on presentation on the information that they have learned.
Lesson Goals:

1. My students, in groups of two, will be able to develop a better understanding of Day of the Dead by making posters to compare and contrast Day of the Dead with Memorial Day or Halloween.

2. My students, in groups of two, will also make power points to share with class their understanding about Day of the Dead.


3. Students will develop a great understanding of Day of the Dead and the importance of it so that they can educate the Chester community.


4. I will watch students working with partners as they develop better listening skills as they share their information and work on their power points or poster projects.

(Standards are stated above in the overview of my unit.)

Indicators: 

1. I will check for understanding of information by watching students’ information that they have gathered on their posters and power points and how well they understand the information that they have gathered. 

2. I will watch the partners work and make sure they both understand the information that they have come up with.


3. I will see how well students can pair/share with one another as they use and apply their old and new information.

Models and Activities:


1. Students will share their information that they have found with a partner. They can use an advance organizer or Venn diagram to explain Day of the Dead to their classmates.

2. Students will decide which information to use and organize it to be put onto a poster or into a power point.


3. Students will work cooperatively making power points or posters that they will present to class.

4. Students will present their posters/power points to class sharing the information that they have found.

Evaluation: 

I will listen to students’ presentations to check how well they understood the information that they found on Day of the Dead.
Day of the Dead 
Spanish - Lesson 6
Days 9 – 12
Memorization & Presentation Lesson Plan
(This lesson could take longer than 4 days depending on how long it takes to teach the elementary about Day of the Dead.)

Overview: I will divide my students up so that this Spanish I class can teach all the levels of elementary from 1st-6th grade. I will also have students post pictures of their posters that they present and the power points that they made into my website and in the Chester community newsletter so that my students are educating the Chester community about Day of the Dead. I will also have my students put their posters up around the school after they give their presentations to me in class to educate the entire school body about Day of the Dead.
Significant Outcomes: 


Students will be able to work together as partners to help educate the Chester community about Day of the Dead so that the community knows why this holiday is so important for the Mexican culture. The school and community will have a better understanding of the Mexican culture and why this holiday is so important to the Mexican culture. Students will feel a sense of pride in being able to make the community understand the importance of other cultures.
Lesson Goals & Indicators:


1. My students will teach grades 1st-6th about Day of the Dead and what this holiday really is.


2. This will give my students a nurturant high level of self-esteem because the younger kids really look up to them and to be able to teach to these younger students is a very rich experience for my students.

3. Students will not only educate the Chester community but they will develop an even deeper understanding of the Mexican culture by teaching what they learned to others.

4. I will watch students working on teaching the younger students as they share presentations and help other younger students memorize information about Day of the Dead.
(Standards are stated above in the overview of my unit.)

Models and Activities:


1. Students will go down in different groups to the elementary and teach them information about Day of the Dead. There will be many different methods my students will have to use in order to teach memorization of information down in the elementary about Day of the Dead. These are some of the ways that my students might teach Day of the Dead to the elementary:

· Posters

· Power points

· Venn diagrams

· Handouts (See attached at the end of this lesson.)

· Day of the Dead picture/word books (see attached at the end of lesson)
· Day of the Dead masks (attached at end of lesson)
· Day of the Dead hanging skulls

· Day of the Dead song

2. Students will put up posters around the school to help educate the public that enters the school and the students in the school.

3. Students will put their information on my website to show the public what they have learned.


4. Students will post information into the Chester newsletter to share and educate the community what they have learned about The Day of the Dead and Mexico.

Evaluation: 

I will listen to how good of a job my students do with their presentations to the public of Chester and the elementary.  I will also check their level of understanding based on the information that they teach about Day of the Dead.
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Partner Share of Curriculum of Place Project

Written Reflection

By Velda Schneider shared with Kristi Philips

Below I am going to state how the 5 core propositions will affect my teaching in my Curriculum of Place Project.

1. Teachers are committed to students and their learning.

I will have my student use technology (the internet) to learn about the Day of the Dead and what the cultural impacts are for this special day. I will let students choose to present, make posters, create power points or teach the community what Day of the Dead is in their own way. I will let students take ownership in their learning by choosing a variety of projects in which they can teach the community about Day of the Dead. I will also let them help me develop different forms of assessment that they feel is fair for this project. 

2.  Teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects to students.

I will look for cultural gaps that students might have when they are learning about Day of the Dead and I will help students fill those gaps and I will also help students find appropriate websites that will not only be useful but are also accurate. I will make sure that my students are understanding the content of what Day of the Dead really is.

3.  Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning.

I will monitor my students to make sure they are using the internet effectively and that they are staying on task in their groups as they make power points and posters for the school. I will check their interaction among their groups and make sure they are following a rubric of expectations that the class and I will form together. I will also help them manage their time and keep them in groups that work effectively and stay on task.

4.  Teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experience.

I will make sure that I do a KWL chart with my students to see if any of them know what Day of the Dead is and check for prior knowledge. Then we will complete the chart as we go and I will check for understanding all of the way through this project by different assessments. As I observe how this project is going, I will take notes and be prepared to make alterations in my project to make it better. I will get feedback from students on what worked and what I could do differently to make this lesson more effective. 

5. Teachers are members of learning communities. 

I will have my students put their posters around the school showing Venn Diagrams or they can make other posters clarifying what Day of the Dead is and what it compares to and how it differs from American holidays. I will also have students go down to elementary and teach them what Day of the Dead is and why it is celebrated. I will post pictures of my students presenting their projects on my website. Lastly, I will put in the community newsletter about what my students learned about Day of the Dead and what it mean to them. I feel with all of these activities students will have a great impact on teaching the small community of Chester what Day of the Dead is. 

Comments on partner/share:

1. Kristi stated about giving students respect when they choose assignments and flexibility and rules in the classroom and in creating rubrics. 

2. Kristi will put on a health fair for the community and systems of the body and students will state real-life experiences that they may have had.

3. Kristi will monitor understanding and check progress of students along with students using the rubrics to check their understanding. 

4. Kristi will monitor the success of the different parts of this project and check to see if the learning progress needs to be altered based on her observations and students’ input.

5. Kristi will seek the advice of professionals in the community throughout the project.  















