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Chapter 1 - Introduction:  

What did you learn about the role of yourself as a reading teacher?

I feel I need to get my student more actively involved with the text that they are reading. I need to help them construct meaning by making real life connections with what they are reading. Some ways I already do this but still need to work on our using context clues, prior knowledge, predictions, clarifying, inferences, visualizing what they read, and also getting students to question what they read. I have realized that I need to slow down when reading some materials in class and work harder on the meaning of the text and what it takes to get my students to a deeper understanding of what they are reading. I also need to read more to them, and not just let them read in groups or listen to the C.D. My role is not only to guide my students through this difficult reading process, but again to make them understand and bring meaning to what they are reading so that they identify and make connections with what they read. If they can make connections they will understand and remember better what they are reading. 
Chapter 2: 

Why is setting the purpose for reading so important?
It is important to set the purpose of what they are reading so that they can sort and organize their thoughts so that when new information comes along into their learning process, they can remember and retain this new information and make connections for why they are reading what they are reading and understand the purpose of the text. They also need to justify the importance of what they have read and how this information will help them learn new things and realize the purpose for reading the materials that they have read. 

What is your personal experience in reference to success or struggles in this area?
I have personally had students comment on the relevance of reading poetry or reading The Odyssey and I make real-life connections to the literature that they have read so that it makes more sense to them, they can make connections with it and they can see the importance of reading it. There will always be some students that think it is a waste of time, but I work real hard to get personal responses from all of my students as to what they might have gained from reading a certain story. This makes them think more critical of their own reading and how it is significant to them.

What are three strategies that you think will work in your classroom and why?
· I have used sticky notes when reading text and make students mark any vocabulary words or ideas in the text that they don’t understand they write on the sticky notes and put it into their text and then we put all of these points up on the board and I have as many students as possible clarify the vocabulary and points and then what they can figure out I piece in the rest of those words/ideas. I need to slow down and use these sticky notes more often, because the students really respond to it and like to do it. I also pass around a ball or pen and we throw it from one to another making literary comments about a story. 
· Another activity that I use is the KWL chart. The students like to use this too and I feel this is another quick activity I need to use more often. It helps students to call on their prior knowledge and also make predictions about what they want to know and then in the end what they did learn. It’s a great activity.
· Another activity I think would work in my classroom would be the Question/Answer/Opinion. I have heard of this but I haven’t used this exact method and I look forward to trying it in the fall. It really makes students think about things. I like some of the sentence start words such as, I wonder…, I enjoyed…. and I agree/disagree because…… This would be a good activity to use as well. 
Chapter 3:

For the reader what is the purpose of connecting to prior knowledge?

Which three of the activities do you think your students will enjoy the most and why?
Prior knowledge helps students master the skill of making connections based on their experiences. Some students might have some limitations on their prior knowledge but some will have quite a bit. As teachers we need to recognize the limitations of some students and the prior knowledge that they might or might not have. We must give them different activities that will trigger prior knowledge and allow them to make connections with their existing prior knowledge and any new knowledge that they might learn. I think my students will enjoy the sticky notes, because it’s hands on and they can go to the board and write things down from the notes that they made on their sticky notes . I also think that they will like the Question/Answer/Opinion, because many students like to express their opinions whether it be in writing or verbally in class. The last activity that I think they will enjoy the most is the KWL chart because students like to feel that they can share things that they know about a concept or topic and then they can express what they want to learn or know about a  topic and this makes it more personal to them. Then in the end they can share what they took from the story or text and what they feel they learned and they will all feel good about themselves for sharing their thoughts and views on what they read and learned from the text. 
Choose 4 chapters and clarify:

Why did you choose each of these four, what specifically is there about your discipline that makes these strategies particularly important? Write a brief summary statement of each section/chapter?

Are there some of these strategies that you currently use and if so do they work effectively?
I chose chapter 4, 5, 6 and 8.

I chose chapter 4 because trying to get students to understand vocabulary terms and concepts is something that I am always working hard to get my students to do. I am always pointing out context clues and how they can help students identify with what the text is trying to teach. We also often look at root words to help understand what a word means. I focus on prefixes and suffixes to also figure out what words mean. I will often have students compare and contrasts vocabulary words and definitions and how words can have different meanings when used in a different context. I currently use all of these strategies and they have worked quite effectively in my classroom. I want to continue to use them more often in class because they really enhance the understanding of vocabulary terms. I would summarize this chapter as helping students to quickly and easily determine the correct meaning of words found in the context of what they read. This chapter showed different methods that could be used to help students gain knowledge of root words to help them determine meanings and it also showed how students can interpret words with multiple meanings and how they can independently use strategies to understand vocabulary which in turn helps them to understand the meaning of what they are reading. 
I chose chapter 5 because I also have students paraphrase the meaning of the text, especially with poetry, to one another to make sure they understand the meaning. Students are many times more comfortable opening up to one another before we discuss a story as a class. I have also had students use some of the symbols that you can find on pg. 49 of our text, because the students often find what the climax or most important event/main idea is and they want to point it out so they will write an exclamation mark on a sticky note and stick it on the edge of the page that they are reading. I really enjoy using these symbols in my class as do my students. I feel the symbols are a very effective way for students to ask a question in an abbreviated manner as they try to understand the text that they are reading. I am going to try to have my students use more of them in my class this fall. This chapter summarizes how to get a student to identify the main idea in a paragraph and to understand what the main idea is and whether a theme or moral lesson comes from that main idea. 
I chose chapter 6 because I am always working with students on visualizing what the text information would look like to them. If they can make a picture out of what they are reading then they might make more sense of their text. I use visual vocabulary words such as, adjectives, vivid verbs, onomatopoeia, alliteration, hyperbole, and similes, metaphors, irony, and personification to help students create images when reading poetry or other text. State and national standards say that they need to understand these vocabulary terms and I use them quite often to teach students what they mean and how they can use them in text or I show them examples of how they are used so they can see concrete examples of these terms and make connections with the meanings of the words. My students often write sentences using metaphors and similes to point out their understanding of the material that they read. I feel that using these vocabulary words to visually stimulate an understanding of the text is a very effective way for some students to learn what the meaning of the text is. It doesn’t always work with all students. To me chapter 7 is best summarized by using visual images and prior knowledge to get at the meaning or comprehension of the text.
The last chapter that I chose was chapter 8. I am always trying to have students make predictions based on prior knowledge and use their inferences or predictions to try to understand the meaning of the text. Sometimes I will have students make inferences about the moral lesson or message that the author was trying to convey to us as readers. I have also had students use concept portraits to draw their ideas from the story onto paper to have a better understanding of what their story was saying. I feel that both of these are very effective methods in this chapter and I have used these two methods that I mentioned above many times. I want to continue to use them even more. I would summarize this chapter by discussing the importance of making inferences about the text in order to critically understand and make conclusions about what they have read.  
I really felt as a language arts teacher that all four of the chapters that I chose fit quite closely with my discipline but if I had to choose one I would have to choose chapter 8 “Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences”, because when we get students to make inferences and summarize or make conclusions about what they read, then they are making real connections and have a deeper, more critical understanding of what they have read.    

What is a list of twelve strategies you could add to your teaching toolbox—why would they enhance your work in the classroom?

Here is a list of twelve strategies and how they would enhance my classroom:

1.  Sticky notes (hands-on writing on sticky notes and we would put them on the board-the interaction is great and they really take a good look at their text)
2.  KWL chart (students will have to recall prior knowledge and we would share this with a class on the board and it would teach students with limited prior knowledge about certain concepts/ideas)
3.  Question/Answer/Opinion (the students get to give direct input into the class discussion and they usually like to do that)
4.  Symbols (students can mark a symbol on a sticky so that they know what is important or they can look at a symbol to quickly identify something they find important or something they don’t understand)
5.  Visualizing (this helps students who are visual learners to draw in their mind or on the board a visual image about the story or a part of the story)
6.  Concept Portraits (they can make a portrait or drawing about a concept to visually help them understand it better)
7.  Partnered Paraphrasing (they can sum up the story in their own words and share it with a partner and not have to share it with the whole class unless they want to)
8.  Concept maps (they can work on a computer or draw a concept map of the main idea/concept and all of the ideas that come off of that main idea, this helps to organize their thoughts, it’s almost like an outline to them)
9.  Inferencing Cubes (They can come up with 4 inferences in a cube and work with groups or partners to infer what the 4 things mean or are)
10. Newscast (Students could make a newscast about a story, such as The Odyssey and talk about Odysseus’ travels and show on a map on the newscast where he traveled to and they could also edit their newscast. They could have a lot of fun while learning with this activity)
11. Creating a scene (I already have students create scenes of what they read to make sense of their text)
12. Storyboarding (They can create a storyboard of pictures and paraphrase what they story means to show their level of understanding of the text.) 
All of these strategies are great, but the time it takes to do them in a class period can really become a time constraint when trying to move on to new material. Thus arises the question of whether or not we teach using more strategies and cover less material or we cover more material and use fewer reading strategies. I prefer quality over quantity but it can be a difficult task as an educator to weigh the pros and cons of what we teach and how we teach it. 

